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Yaaleh 
Veyavo

On days there is a Korban Musaf, like 
Rosh Chodesh or Chol Hamoed, we say 
Yaaleh Veyavo in Shemoneh Esrei.

In the bracha of Retzei, when we are 
asking Hashem to bring back the 
Avodah to the Beis Hamikdash, we 
especially miss the korbanos that we 
add in honor of the day. We say an 
extra tefillah, Yaaleh Veyavo, asking 
Hashem to please let us bring these 
special korbanos again.

See Rashi, Gemara Shabbos 24a



Borchi Nafshi
One of the pieces we add to davening on Rosh 
Chodesh is Borchi Nafshi. This kapitel of Tehillim 
speaks about the amazing wonders of Hashem 
in the world He created!

One of the pesukim in Borchi Nafshi starts with 
the words “Asa Yareiach Lamoadim” — “Hashem 
created the moon for Yomim Tovim.”

This posuk is all about Rosh Chodesh! Hashem 
created the moon so that we would be able to 
know when the Yomim Tovim are, by fixing the 
time for Rosh Chodesh. When we know the day 
the new month starts, we know which day to 
celebrate each of the Yomim Tovim!

This is the reason why we say Borchi Nafshi on 
Rosh Chodesh.



Yehei Shmei Rabah
Between Pesukei Dezimra and the next part of davening, Birchos Kriyas Shema, the Chazan 
says a Kaddish. There are many types of Kaddish, but the first half is the same for all of 
them. The main part of this is when everyone says “Yehei Shmei Rabah Mevorach,” Hashem’s 
name should be blessed.

The Gemara tells a story that shows that when we answer Amen Yehei Shmei Rabah to 
Kaddish in shul, it brings Hashem a lot of nachas!

The Tanna R’ Yosi was once traveling. On his way, he passed some of the destroyed houses 
of Yerushalayim. He went into one of them to daven.

Eliyahu Hanavi waited for R’ Yosi at the door. After R’ Yosi finished davening and came 
outside, Eliyahu Hanavi greeted him. He asked why R’ Yosi had gone into such a dangerous 
place. R’ Yosi answered that he was looking for a quiet place to daven. Eliyahu Hanavi told 
him that it is better to daven a short tefillah on the road so nobody will interrupt you, and 
not to go into a dangerous place.

After teaching him this, Eliyahu Hanavi asked R’ Yosi what he had heard when he was in 
the ruined house.

R’ Yosi answered that he heard a voice, cooing like a dove. It said, “How sad it is for the 
children (the Yidden)! Because of their aveiros, I destroyed My home (Yerushalayim), 
burned My Heichal (the Beis Hamikdash), and sent them into Golus among the nations!”

Eliyahu Hanavi told him, “I promise you that the Shechinah did not only say this when you 
were inside the ruined home. The Shechinah cries this way three times during each day!

“And when Yidden say ‘Yehei Shmei Rabah Mevorach,’ that Hashem’s name should be 
blessed, it is like Hashem nods His head! Hashem says, ‘Happy is the king who is praised 
this way in his home.’ It would be so happy for Hashem to be praised this way in His Beis 
Hamikdash. 

“Hashem continues, ‘How terrible it is for the father who sends away his sons, and how 
terrible for the sons who were sent away from their father’s table.’ It is so sad for Hashem 
Who sent away His children, the Yidden, and so sad for the Yidden who were sent away 
from Yerushalayim.”

When we answer Yehei Shmei Rabah Mevorach, it reminds Hashem how nice it 
would be to again have the Beis Hamikdash, and makes Hashem feel bad about 
the Yidden being in Golus.



ho'aderes 
Veho'emunah

Before Boruch She’amar in Shabbos davening, we add extra 
kapitelach of Tehillim. We also add a special tefillah that 
starts with the words Ho’aderes Veha’emunah.

This tefillah comes from Pirkei Heichalos, which was 
probably written by R’ Yishmael ben Elisha, the Kohen 
Gadol. (He was one of the ten tzadikim killed in the time of 
the Churban, the Asara Harugei Malchus.)

Ho’aderes Veha’emunah speaks about many special midos. 
Even though people might have some of these midos, they 
are only completely true in Hashem! Like it says in the first 
line, Ho’aderes (the power), and Ho’Emunah (the trust) are 
truly there only in Hashem — Lechai Olamim.

This makes us feel humble when we stand before Hashem.

In Tof-Shin-Lamed-Daled, the Rebbe taught a special tune 
to this tefillah.



Mincha of 
Shabbos 

In Mincha of Shabbos, we say “Uva Letziyon.” 
During the week, we say this after Shmoneh Esrei 
in Shacharis, but because Shabbos davening is so 
long already, the Chachomim moved it to Mincha.

We also read the Torah before Shemoneh Esrei. 
Ezra from the Anshei Knesses Hagedolah made 
this takana because there are some Yidden who 
aren’t so interested to come hear the Torah being 
read on Monday and Thursday in Shul. Since they 
come to Shul on Shabbos, he said that we should 
make another Torah reading at Mincha for them. 
We say a posuk from Tehillim first (V’ani Sefilasi, 
from Kapitel Samech-Tes) — that teaches us 
how special and important this takana is for all 
Yidden.

(From the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch, siman 
Reish-Tzadik-Beis)


