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Once we have finished the Seder 
HaKorbanos, the order of the Avodah in the 
Beis Hamikdash, we say a special tefillah to 
Hashem.

We say, “Hashem, You told us to bring the 
Korban Tomid and the Ketores! But now, 
because of our aveiros, we have no Beis 
Hamikdash, and we can’t bring them. So 
please, count the words we say as if we had 
brought the real korbanos, like the posuk 
says, ‘Uneshalma Parim Sefaseinu.’”

Because this paragraph is begging Hashem 
for something, and it speaks about our 
aveiros, we only say it on days when we say 
Tachanun.

(For those that wear a Tallis or Tefillin, here 
is the place where they put them on.)



aizehu Mekoman
After the section of the korbanos, the Chachomim taught that we 
should say two parts of Torah. First we say the Mishna of “Aizehu 
Mekoman,” which is the fifth perek of Mishnayos Zevachim. 
Then we say the beginning of the Medrash on Chumash Vayikra, 
called Toras Kohanim. This is the paragraph that starts “Rabi 
Yishmael,” explaining the 13 ways we learn things from Torah.

The Chachomim added these sections to make sure that every 
day, everyone has the zechus to learn at least one piece of Mikra, 
Mishna, and Talmud!

- Mikra (the Chumash) we already did before, with the Korban 
Tomid.

- Mishna is this part, Aizehu Mekoman.

- Talmud is the Medrash of Rabi Yishmael, which is also a part 
of Talmud.

This Mishna was chosen because it speaks about korbanos, and 
because it is very unusual! Most Mishnas have a lot of Machlokes, 
that there are many opinions from all of the different Tannaim. 
But this part of Torah Shebaal Peh was all clear to everyone, 
exactly as it was taught by Moshe Rabbeinu on Har Sinai! 
Everyone agrees!

See the Alter Rebbe’s Shulchan Aruch, siman Nun



preparation for 
Davening Summary

Let’s review where we’re up to in davening:

Kriyas Shema She’al Hamitah: We started the day the way a Yid should, 
by saying Kriyas Shema She’al Hamitah. We made a Cheshbon Hanefesh and 
prepared for the coming day.

Birchos Hashachar: We woke up and thanked Hashem for giving us new life! 
We said brachos for many of the specific gifts Hashem gave us, asked Hashem 
for a successful day, and thanked Hashem for giving us the Torah.

Hareini, Mah Tovu, Adon Olam: We said we are ready to have Ahavas Yisroel 
before we ask Hashem for our own needs. We showed that we appreciate the 
special time of davening, and know Who we are going to daven to.

Akeidah and Kriyas Shema Ketanah: We asked Hashem to remember the 
zechus of our Avos when we daven, and read Kriyas Shema Ketana.

Korbanos: We went through the seder of the Avodah in the Beis Hamikdash, 
especially concentrating on the Korban Tomid and the Ketores. Before or after 
saying many of these paragraphs, we asked Hashem to consider our words as 
if we were doing the actual Avodah, so that our davening should accomplish 
what it should.

Aizehu Mekoman, Rabi Yishmael, Sheyibaneh: We learned a part of 
Mishnayos and Medrash, and finished off by asking Hashem to rebuild the Beis 
Hamikdash — Sheyibaneh Beis Hamikdash Bimheira Veyameinu!

In shul, this is followed by a Kaddish Derabanan, a Kaddish which is said after 
learning Torah in public.

Men and boys are already wearing their Tallis and Tefillin, and now we are 
ready to start the main sections of davening!



hodu (part One)
After the Yidden came into Eretz Yisroel, the Mishkan was set up in 
Shilo. After many years, the Pelishtim captured Shilo and took the 
Aron with it! The Mishkan was set up again in Nov, a different city. 
The Pelishtim were punished for taking the Mishkan, and gave it back. 
But the Aron was brought to Kiryas Ye’arim, and the Yidden were 
afraid to move it. When  the city of Nov was killed by Shaul Hamelech, 
the Mishkan was moved to Givon, where it stayed until the Beis 
Hamikdash was built. Dovid Hamelech very much wanted to build the 
Beis Hamikdash, but Hashem didn’t let him. Dovid Hamelech brought 
the Aron to the holy city of Yerushalayim, where it stayed in a tent 
until the Beis Hamikdash was built.

While the Aron was in a tent in Yerushalayim, Dovid Hamelech 
asked that the pesukim from Hodu until “Vehalel LaHashem” (the 
first half of Hodu) that were said at the time of the Korban Tomid 
in the Mishkan should be said in front of the Aron each day.

The pesukim said at the time of the Korban Tomid of the morning 
are from the words “Hodu” until “Uvinviai Al Tareiu,” and then 
the pesukim from there until “Vehalel LaHashem” were said at the 
Korban Tomid of the afternoon. These pesukim are written down in 
Divrei HaYamim in Nach.

These words of Hodu are all about praising Hashem! In our siddur, 
it is said right before the section of Pesukei Dezimra, where we 
speak about Hashem’s greatness. Since the pesukim in Hodu were 
said in connection with the Korban Tomid, we also say it right after 
Korbanos, just before we start Pesukei Dezimra.



hodu (part 2)
The second half of Hodu, starting from the word 
“Romemu,” are 22 pesukim from Tehillim. These pesukim 
include praise to Hashem, and pesukim that ask Hashem 
to help the Yidden and bring the Geulah! 

In Likutei Torah, the Alter Rebbe explains that these 
pesukim are connected to the Avos!

The Avos were the ones who began the Tefillos of 
Shacharis, Mincha and Maariv. In davening, we often 
ask Hashem to answer us in their zechus.

Each of the Avos had a strong koach in a certain midah. 
Avraham Avinu showed a tremendous level of Chesed, 
kindness. Yitzchak Avinu had a powerful level of 
Gevurah, strictness. Yaakov Avinu showed the midah of 
Tiferes (Rachamim), mercy, in a very great way.

These pesukim in the second half of Hodu connect to 
these midos. For example, “Va’ani Bechasdecha Batachti,” 
“I have trusted in Your Chesed,” is the midah of Chesed. 
“Keil Nekamos Hashem,” “Hashem punishes resha’im,” is 
the midah of Gevurah. “Ata Hashem Lo Sichla Rachamecha 
Mimeni,” “Hashem, Your Rachmonus has not left me,” is 
the midah of Tiferes.



Mizmor Shir 
chanukas habayis
In the second half of Hodu, we said many pesukim 
about the greatness of Hashem and asking Hashem 
to bring the Geulah.

We continue speaking about the Geulah in the next 
paragraph. We say a kapitel of Tehillim, “Mizmor 
Shir Chanukas Habayis,” a kapitel which is a song for 
the Chanukas Habayis for the Beis Hamikdash. The 
Sforno explains that this is a song that the Yidden 
will sing to Hashem at the Chanukas Habayis of the 
third Beis Hamikdash!

This is also connected to the section of korbanos 
which we just finished. We ask Hashem to rebuild 
the place where we can bring the REAL korbanos, 
and do the Avodah like Hashem asked us to.



hashem Melech
As we get ready to start the main part of Pesukei 
Dezimra, we say some pesukim and another kapitel 
of Tehillim.

We say the pesukim of Hashem Melech, how Hashem 
is the King of the world in the past, present, and 
future. When Moshiach comes, we will all be able to 
see the Malchus of Hashem in the world!

The Arizal teaches that this is a very special part of 
Tefillah, connected to the Ruchniyus’dike world of 
Atzilus. That’s why even if you are in the middle of 
a different part of davening, it’s the minhag to stand 
with the minyan when they are saying these lines.

We finish off by asking Hashem, in Hosheinu, to take 
us out of Golus.


