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Shir Shel Yom 
- Yom Rishon

“Hayom Yom Rishon BaShabbos…”

The Hayom Yom for the first day of the week is Kapitel 
Chof-Daled, which starts with the words “LeDovid 
Mizmor.”

The reason why this kapitel was sung on Yom Rishon in 
the Beis Hamikdash is because in the first posuk, we say 
“LaHashem Ha’aretz Umloah” — “The whole world, and 
all that is in it, belong to Hashem.” On Yom Rishon, it 
was very clear that everything belongs to Hashem — 
there was no one and nothing else created yet! Even the 
malochim were not created until Yom Sheini.



Shir Shel Yom - 
Yom Sheini

In the Beis Hamikdash, on Yom Sheini, the Leviim would sing kapitel 
Mem-Ches. The kapitel starts with the words “Shir Mizmor Livnei 
Korach, Gadol Hashem Umehulal Me’od.” This posuk speaks about 
the praise of Yerushalayim and the Beis Hamikdash.

One of the things that were special about the Beis Hamikdash is 
that even though the whole Beis Hamikdash was holy, there were 
different levels of kedusha inside of it! For example, there was a 
separation between the Ezras Yisroel and the Ezras Kohanim, 
because the Ezras Kohanim was more holy and not everyone could 
go there. Of course, there was also a separation between the Kodesh 
and the Kodesh Hakodoshim, where even the Kohen Gadol could not 
go most times.

That’s why we say this kapitel as the Shir Shel Yom of Yom Sheini. 
When Hashem made the world, Yom Sheini was the day when 
Hashem made a separation! Hashem separated between the 
Mayim Ho’elyonim, the higher Ruchnius’dike waters, and the Mayim 
HaTachtonim, the lower Gashmius waters. Just like the separations 
in the Beis Hamikdash, Hashem was separating between different 
levels of kedusha.

See Rabbeinu Bachaye, quoted in Mesechta Shel Tefillah, Shir Shel Yom



Shir Shel Yom - 
Yom Shlishi

In the Beis Hamikdash, every day the Leviim would sing a special 
song from Tehillim in honor of the day of the week. This is called the 
Shir Shel Yom.

The kapitel of Tehillim that was sung in the Beis Hamikdash on Yom 
Shlishi is Kapitel Pey-Beis. This kapitel starts with the words, “Mizmor 
Le’Asaf: Elokim Nitzav Ba’adas Keil.” “A mizmor to Asaf: Hashem 
stands and reveals Himself in His congregation, the Yidden.”

When Hashem created the world, Yom Shlishi was the first day that 
the world became a place where Hashem’s congregation could be. 
That’s because on Yom Shlishi, Hashem created dry land, a place 
where a person can live. (We thank Hashem for this every day in 
Birchos Hashachar, in the bracha “Roka Ha’aretz Al Hamayim.”)

The Vilna Gaon (the Gr”a) brings another explanation from the 
Zohar about why this was the Shir Shel Yom for Yom Shlishi:

Every day of Briyas Ha’olam is connected to a thousand years. Yom 
Rishon was for the first thousand years of the world, Yom Sheini 
for the second thousand years, and so on, until Shabbos which is 
connected to the time of Moshiach!

Yom Shlishi is connected to the third set of a thousand years, the 
years from 2000 until 2999. During these 1000 years is when 
Hashem gave us the Torah (in the year 2448)! That is when Hashem 
first had a nation to stand among, when Hashem was able to be 
“Nitzav Ba’adas Keil!”



Shir Shel Yom 
- Yom Revi'i

In the Beis Hamikdash, the Leviim would sing a special 
song each day, connected to that day of the week. The 
song for Yom Revi’i was kapitel Tzadik-Daled, starting with 
the words “Keil Nekamos Hashem.”

The words “Keil Nekamos Hashem” mean that Hashem is 
an Aibishter Who will take revenge.

We say this kapitel on Yom Revi’i since on Yom Revi’i, the 
sun, moon, and stars were created. The sun, moon, and 
stars are what made Avodah Zarah possible, like the 
Rambam explains.

In this kapitel, we are saying that Hashem will take revenge 
on and punish those who use Avodah Zarah as an excuse to 
do whatever they want and not behave properly.

At the end of the Shir Shel Yom, we say the “little Lechu 
Neranena,” the first three pesukim of the next kapitel 
of Tehillim. These pesukim are the beginning of Kabolas 
Shabbos. We add this because the first three days of the 
week are connected to the Shabbos before, and the days 
starting from Yom Revi’i are connected to the coming 
Shabbos! We say the first pesukim of Kabolas Shabbos to 
remind us to get ready for Shabbos which is coming soon!



Shir Shel Yom - 
Yom chamishi

Imagine you went to Yerushalayim, 
And went to take a peek 
Inside the Beis Hamikdash 
On one of the days of the week.

You’d hear the Leviim singing 
A song that is unique 
A special kapitel Tehillim 
Just for that day of the week!

And nowadays in our davening, 
Holy words we speak 
We also say the Shir Shel Yom, 
The song for that day of the week!

The Shir Shel Yom for Yom Chamishi is kapitel Pey-Alef, which starts with the 
words “Harninu L’Elokim Uzeinu.” This means, “Let us sing to Hashem, Who is 
our strength!”

When Hashem first created the world, it was quiet. There was nothing to 
make noise! Only on Yom Chamishi, when Hashem created the birds and fish, 
the world started to fill with song. Each bird uses its own voice to sing praise 
to Hashem!

So on Yom Chamishi, we also join and sing to Hashem!

Another reason why this is the Shir Shel Yom for Yom Chamishi is because 
of a posuk later in the kapitel: “Anochi Hashem Elokecha, Hama’alcha Me’Eretz 
Mitzrayim,” “I am Hashem Your Aibishter, Who brought you up out of Eretz 
Mitzrayim.”

Do you know what day of the week Yetziyas Mitzrayim was?

That’s right, on Yom Chamishi!



Shir Shel Yom 
- Yom Shishi

The song the Leviim would sing in the Beis Hamikdash 
on Yom Shishi is Kapitel Tzadik-Gimmel. It starts with 
the words “Hashem Malach Ge’us Lavesh,” “Hashem 
has ruled, He has worn majesty.”

On Yom Shishi, Hashem created all of the animals (the 
birds and fish were created on Yom Chamishi), and the 
first people, Adam and Chava!

Once Adam was created, he recognized that Hashem 
ruled over the world, and told all of the creations to 
come and bow before Hashem! Now, once there was 
a person, Hashem was able to be a King. That’s why 
we say this Shir Shel Yom on Yom Shishi, because the 
first day that “Hashem Malach,” Hashem ruled, was 
on Yom Shishi.



Shir Shel Yom 
- Shabbos

The Shir Shel Yom that the Leviim would sing 
on Shabbos is kapitel Tzadik-Beis, “Mizmor 
Shir Leyom HaShabbos.” “Let us sing a song 
for the day of Shabbos.”

The next posuk says, “Tov Lehodos LaHashem,” 
“It is good to praise Hashem!”

The “Tov,” the goodness of Hashem, is what 
makes us want to praise Him. On Shabbos, 
it is much easier to feel this goodness than it 
is during the week! So especially on Shabbos, 
we want to thank and praise Hashem!


