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az Yashir
After Vayevarech Dovid, we say the praise of Hashem from the 
Torah. This praise is the Shirah, the song that the Yidden sang 
at Kriyas Yam Suf.

We start with the pesukim of Vayosha, the pesukim that come 
before Az Yashir in the Torah. These pesukim tell us a little bit 
about the nissim that happened before the Yidden sang to 
Hashem.

One of the reasons we say Az Yashir here is to praise Hashem 
from all parts of Torah. First we praise Hashem from Kesuvim 
(the parts of Pesukei Dezimra that come from Tehillim, like Ashrei 
and the Hallelukahs). Then we praise Hashem with Vayevarech 
Dovid, which is from Neviim. Finally, we praise Hashem in the 
words of the Torah itself!

There are also many other reasons for why we say Az Yashir 
here. One of them is that it has some of the praises we are 
about to say in Yishtabach. 

See Mesechta Shel Tefillah



az Yashir (part 2)
At the end of Shiras Hayam, the song that the Yidden sang by 
Kriyas Yam Suf, the Yidden said, “Hashem Yimloch Le’olam Va’ed!” 
“Hashem will rule forever!”

We repeat this posuk twice at the end of Az Yashir.

There are a few times in davening when we say a posuk twice at 
the end. We also did this at the end of the last Hallelukah — we 
said twice, “Kol Haneshama Tehalel Kah Halelukah.” This showed 
that it was the end of the praises of Dovid Hamelech in Tehillim. 
Here also, it shows that we are finishing the praises to Hashem 
of Az Yashir in Chumash.

After saying “Hashem Yimloch Le’olam Va’ed” twice, we say it one 
more time — but this time, we say it in Targum (translation), in 
Aramaic! This is something the Arizal taught us to do.

(Do you know when else we say a posuk twice, and then say it 
again in Aramaic? When we are “Maavir Sedra,” we do Shnayim 
Mikra Ve’echad Targum!)

Then we say the posuk “Ki Va Sus Paraoh,” another posuk in Parshas 
Beshalach which talks about Kriyas Yam Suf. The Arizal teaches 
that this posuk, which is also connected to the Shirah, should also 
be said every day in davening.



Yishtabach
At the beginning of Pesukei Dezimra, we said the 
bracha of Boruch She’amar. All of the rest of the 
kapitelach of Tehillim and pesukim we say are part 
of this long bracha of praise! The bracha ends off 
with the words of Yishtabach, praising Hashem in 
many ways.

In some seforim, it says that the first part of 
Yishtabach was written by Shlomo Hamelech. This 
is hinted to in the worlds “Shimcha La’ad Malkeinu 
HoKeil,” which has the Roshei Teivos of Shlomo!

Some seforim also bring that the end of Yishtabach 
was written by Avraham Avinu. We can see this 
hinted in the Roshei Teivos of the last phrases 
of Yishtabach. Starting with the words “Keil 
Ha’hodaos,” the phrases spell out the name of 
Avraham Avinu! (Can you find it?)



Borchu
By saying Yishtabach, we finish the part of davening called Pesukei 
Dezimra, where we praise Hashem. Now we are ready to go on to 
Shema and Shemoneh Esrei, where we will ask Hashem for all of our 
needs!

But if we are davening with a minyan, we first say Kaddish and 
Barchu.

What is Barchu?

The Chazan says, “Barchu Es Hashem Hamevorach!” Let’s go 
bentch Hashem Who is blessed!

Everyone bows and answers, “Baruch Es Hashem Hamevorach 
Le’olam Va’ed!” Blessed is Hashem, the One Who is blessed, 
forever!

One of the reasons for saying Barchu now is from the Zohar. 
According to the Zohar, we need to make sure to bring the Shechinah 
into our minyan before we daven. We do this by bentching Hashem 
together first. Once the Shechinah is resting fully in our minyan, 
we can go daven together.

See Mesechta Shel Tefillah



Barchu
One of the reasons we say Barchu after 
Yishtabach is so that everyone in the minyan 
will bentch Hashem together before starting 
the main part of davening.

Another reason we say Barchu is for the same 
reason we say “Raboisai Mir Vellen Bentchen” 
before bentching with a mezuman: We tell 
everyone, “FOCUS! Pay attention!” Now we 
are reaching the ikar of davening, Shema and 
Shemoneh Esrei. The Chazan reminds everyone 
that we are coming to a very important part 
of davening and we all need to be thinking 
about what we are saying!


