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Davening With 
Moshiach

In Pesukei Dezimra, one of the pesukim that we say is “Yismach 
Yisroel Be’osav,” “The Yidden are happy with their Creator Who 
made them.”

If we look at each word carefully, there is also a deeper meaning 
hinted inside!

Yismach — This word means “he WILL be happy.” In the future, 
Yidden will celebrate with Hashem!

Yisroel — Yidden are sometimes called Yisroel, like one person.

Be’osav — This means “with the ONES Who created him.” In 
the world the way Hashem made it, it LOOKS like there is more 
than one koach that can create things — that there is kedusha 
and the opposite too. 

So now we can understand this posuk in a new way! When 
Moshiach comes, Yidden will celebrate with Hashem, Who 
created a world that looked like there was many different 
kochos. But when Moshiach comes, that’s not how it will look 
anymore! Everything will be changed to kedusha.

We say it during davening nowadays, to show that even in the 
time of Golus we can bring down this koach! We don’t have to 
wait until then to celebrate with Hashem, we can already live 
Moshiach when we daven!



put Down the 
cellphone!

During davening, we are not allowed to hold anything 
that will distract us from davening properly. For 
example, we can’t hold money or food, since we’ll be 
thinking about those things and not the words we are 
saying!

Based on this, we need to make sure our cellphones 
don’t bother us during davening! Of course we should 
make sure the ringer is off (which could bother other 
people), but we shouldn’t put it on vibrate, since that 
will disturb us from davening. We should make sure 
the phone is completely quiet, so that we will be able 
to focus completely on our davening!

By following the way Hashem wants us to act, we can be 
sure that we won’t miss out on anything!

See Piskei Teshuvos vol. 1, p. 750



Mechalkel chaim Bechesed
In the times of the Alter Rebbe, many Chassidim earned money by making and selling mashke. 
One year, the government decided to stop allowing this. They made a new law that only the 
government is allowed to produce and sell mashke.

This was a very big problem for many chassidim! Suddenly, their parnasa was taken away from 
them! Now how would they have enough money to live?

A group of the closest Chassidim came to the Alter Rebbe to ask him to beg Hashem for Rachmonus. 
(In this group were the Mitteler Rebbe, R’ Aharon MiStrashele, and R’ Pinchas Reizes.)

The Alter Rebbe told them that when Hashem gives brachos from Shomayim, you need to have 
kelim down here to catch the brachos. The kelim for Hashem’s brachos are Ahava and Achva 
(love and friendship), and staying away from jealousy and rechilus (gossip). 

The Alter Rebbe told them that this explains the bracha that the kohanim say before Birchas 
Kohanim: “Asher Kidishanu … Levarech Es Amcha Yisroel B’Ahava.” This means that the bracha 
of the kohanim is given with Ahava, and it also means that they bentch the Yidden to have 
Ahava between themselves! This way they will have the kelim to get all of the brachos in Birchas 
Kohanim!

After telling this to the group of Chassidim, the Alter Rebbe went out to the big Beis Medrash. 
The Alter Rebbe had a powerful, sweet voice, but he still went up onto the Bima to make sure 
everyone was able to see and hear.

The Alter Rebbe said, “Mechalkel Chaim Bechesed — Hashem gives life with chesed! (These 
words are from the second bracha of Shemoneh Esrei). 

“Hashem gives life with Chesed, not with mashke factories!

“Hashem’s Chesed is not like a person’s chesed. The chesed of a person is not the real reason 
for why the other person got something. The chesed of Hashem IS the hashpa’ah, the chesed of 
Hashem is what gives a person life!

“But to receive this Chesed, you need the keilim of Ahava and Achva.”

Then the Alter Rebbe stepped down from the Bima.

That year, Chassidim were bentched with tremendous parnasa!

See how the Frierdiker Rebbe tells the story in Sefer Hasichos 5698 p. 283; and the 
Rebbe’s retelling and beautiful conclusion in the sicha of Acharon Shel Pesach 5718



Davening With avodah
In the Purim farbrengen in 5718, the Rebbe told a story that the Frierdiker Rebbe said 
at a Purim farbrengen 22 years before, in Otvotzk in 5696:

One of the Alter Rebbe’s chassidim was a simple Yid. He didn’t know very much 
Chassidus, in fact he didn’t even know Lashon Kodesh perfectly — he might not have 
understood all of the words in davening. Still, he would daven for a long time every 
single day, Shacharis, Mincha, and Maariv!

The other Chassidim wondered how he could daven so long. You could tell that he 
wasn’t pretending to have kavana, he really was davening with his whole heart!

When they asked this chossid, he answered, “I don’t know. All I can tell you is that I 
heard a vort from my Rebbe (the Alter Rebbe), that ‘Shamor Vezachor Bedibur Echad.’

This is part of Lecha Dodi. It means, “Shamor and Zachor were said in one dibur — together.” 
The word Zachor comes from the Aseres Hadibros, which we read in Parshas Yisro, “Zachor 
Es Yom HaShabbos Lekadsho,” “Remember the Shabbos day to keep it holy.” But when 
Moshe Rabbeinu reviews the Aseres Hadibros in Parshas Va’eschanan, he uses a different 
word — SHAMOR Es Yom HaShabbos Lekadsho, that you should guard (be careful with) 
the day of Shabbos to keep it holy.

The Gemara says that Hashem said both of these words (Zachor and Shamor) at the exact 
same time!

The Alter Rebbe explained this in a different way: Zachor Veshamor Bedibur Echad — in 
every word, we remember and are careful with the Echad of Hashem which is inside.

This simple chossid davened thinking about this vort for forty years!

In that sicha, the Frierdiker Rebbe said that we can see how a vort of Chassidim doesn’t 
get wasted. This one chossid lived with it all the time!

After telling this story, the Rebbe continued: Some people complain that they can’t 
work on davening like a chossid. They say that it’s too hard for them. We see from this 
story that even if you don’t understand very much Chassidus, and even if you don’t 
understand every word of davening, you can still daven with Avodah! This one vort 
from the Alter Rebbe is enough to daven with for forty years.

(Likutei Sichos vol. 14, p. 224)



Mincha
Yitzchak Avinu was the first to daven Mincha.

Chassidus explains that davening is not only a time to ask for 
our needs, tefillah is also a time of connecting ourselves with 
Hashem. 

Our koach, and the hatzlacha we have in everything we do, 
depends on our connection with Hashem. 

Every morning, we spend time to make that connection 
strong, by davening Shacharis. But it slowly becomes weaker 
during the day. So in the middle of everything we are doing, 
we stop and daven Mincha.

Even women need to be careful to daven Mincha (at least 
Shemoneh Esrei) to refresh their connection with Hashem.

That way, we stay close to Hashem during the entire day.


